noid receptors, blocked this action, so the researchers concerned are now interested in using this "model" to look at potential compounds for use as medication for drug abuse.
However, as two letters to The Times queried, could not the response of the monkeys have merely been a reflection of their unnatural confinement in barren laboratory cages as opposed to their natural environment? 8, 9 As one of the correspondents suggested, they might equally have learned to press a lever repeatedly for strawberry jam, had it been offered to them, in which case, this would presumably have been considered to provide proof that strawberry jam is addictive. 9 Reports of such biomedical research of dubious or low scientific quality and relevance, which wastes laboratory animals and human resources, are by no means rare, and are indefensible. They serve, however, to emphasise that worthy policy briefings, like that recently issued by the ESF on the Use of animals in scientific research must be backed by appropriate actions, by those invested with authority to regulate, formulate and enforce animal protection legislation throughout the world. This is necessary, so that the principles of the Three Rs can be put into practice by scientists using laboratory animals, before, during and after their research, both to optimimise animal welfare and, simultaneously, to achieve the best scientific outcome.
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